
Downtown South Bend is growing and so are 
we. Purple Porch Co-op has launched a member-
owner loan campaign to grow our store, market, 
and cafe. 

To achieve our goal we’ll need financial support 
from our 1,100 member-owners. This is your 
opportunity to invest financially in a co-op that 
lives your values. 

Purpleporch.coop | 574.287.6724 
123 N. Hill St. South Bend, IN 46617

In 2009 Purple Porch was founded as 
a co-operative to increase access to 
local food.
Six years ago, thanks to a successful member loan 
campaign, we raised funds to open our grocery 
in downtown South Bend complete with cafe and 
farmers’ market. Since then, PPC has grown from 
a 300-member organization to a vibrant food 
community of over 1,100 member-owners supporting 
over 100 local food producers.

We’re proud of the work we’ve done this past 
decade. What started with humble beginnings has 
blossomed into an organization that employs 17 
people, hosts dozens of family-friendly events each 
year, and has fostered the growth of numerous 
local food businesses while contributing more than 
$3 million to our local food economy. Now we’re 
looking to you, our member-owners, once again, to 
support us as we move into our next decade and 
continue this important work.

Member-Owner Loan Campaign

Your co-op is 
growing and needs 
your help.



We need your support to reach this 
goal and to continue creating a 
stable future for our food 
producers, employees, and you, 
our member-owners.
Members: Visit us in the store at 123 N. Hill Street 
or check out purpleporch.coop to learn more 
about our Member Loan Campaign and to lend in 
$1,000 increments. 

Non-members: What better time to join than now 
as we move into our next chapter!

We’ve launched a campaign to raise 
$250,000 to enhance our store and 
ensure its sustainability.
Much of what we’re looking to raise money for 
isn’t flashy, but it’s all necessary to ensure the 
longevity and sustainability of Purple Porch, 
your cooperative. With your investment, we will 
purchase much needed equipment, enhance the 
look of our store, inside and out, and have enough 
cash on hand to make sure we’re prepared to 
weather the storms we know will arise.

Purple Porch’s Mission
Purple Porch Co-op aims to be a financially 
sustainable member-owned cooperative food 
business that focuses on selling locally grown and 
produced goods and provides fair compensation 
for its workers.

•  30% of our sales come from local producers 
(within 60 miles). An additional 15% of our sales 
come from regional producers (between 60 - 
300 miles).

•  We act as an incubator and accelerator for local 
food businesses.

•  We are a local food hub, connecting producers, 
consumers, and chefs, and aiding the distribution, 
production, and marketing of local food.

•  We focus on the social, environmental, and 
economic viability of our co-op and community.

Watch our video: 
purpleporch.coop/loan-campaign

Campaign goals 
1.  Replace aged, inefficient refrigeration and 

freezer units. We purchased many of our units 
used when we opened five years ago, and 
some are more than 20 years old.

2.  Invest in a much-needed ventilation system for 
our kitchen.

3.  Upgrade our unique, low-waste bulk department.

4.  Purchase a larger, better-equipped produce 
display case for fresher, longer-lasting fruits 
and vegetables.

5.  Increase visibility from Hill St. and Colfax Ave. 
with improved lighting and signage.

6.  Invest in right-sized production tools in the 
kitchen to increase batch sizes.

7.  Have sufficient cash on hand to ensure we’re 
prepared when unexpected expenses arise. 

8.  Beautify Purple Porch, creating a more inviting 
place to shop, eat, and share community.

9.  Raise a total of $250,000 to cover these 
expenses and ensure the stability of Purple 
Porch Co-op.
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